
Dyscalculia is a specific and

persistent difficulty in

understanding numbers

which can lead to a diverse

range of difficulties with

mathematics. Dyscalculia

occurs accross all ages and

abilities. 

As an educator, you have an

important role in

supporting your students

learning. Here are some

useful tips which may help

you to support your student

with their dyscalculia and

their learning while on

placement.  

A l l o w  t i m e  f o r
p r a c t i c e  a n d

d o u b l e
c h e c k i n g  n o t e s

a n d  r e p o r t s .  
 

D Y S C A L C U L I A

T O P  

T I P S  

P r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l
s h o u l d  b e  i n

“ s a n s  s e r i f ”  f o n t s
( e . g .  A r i a l  o r

C a l i b r i )  a s  t h e s e
a r e  e a s i e r  t o

r e a d .
 

I t  m a y  b e  w o r t h w h i l e
c r e a t i n g  a  o r i e n t a t i o n
p a c k  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f
f o r m a t s  e . g .  p i c t o r i a l ,

d i a g r a m ,  c h a r t ,
c o l o u r e d  h i g h l i g h t i n g ,

t o  o u t l i n e  u s e f u l
i n f o r m a t i o n .

A s k  t h e  s t u d e n t
a b o u t  t h e i r

s t r e n g t h s  a n d  h o w
t h e s e  c a n  h e l p

t h e m  s u c c e e d  i n
t h e i r  p l a c e m e n t

W h e n  p r o v i d i n g
y o u r  s t u d e n t

w i t h  p a p e r w o r k ,
t r y  h i g h l i g h t i n g
o r  c i r c l i n g  k e y

a r e a s  a n d
e n c o u r a g e

s t u d e n t s  t o
d o u b l e  c h e c k
t h e i r  w o r k .    

A s k  y o u r  s t u d e n t
h o w  t h e y

n o r m a l l y  m a n a g e
a n d  l e a r n  b e s t ?

H o w  c a n  y o u
s u p p o r t  t h e m  i n

t h i s  n e w
e n v i r o n m e n t ?  

 

D i s c u s s
a l t e r n a t i v e

c r e a t i v e  m e t h o d s
o f  l e a r n i n g  w i t h

y o u r  s t u d e n t  e . g .
h a n d o v e r s  a n d
n o t e  t a k i n g .   

 

T r y  u s i n g  c o l o u r
c o d i n g  o r

l e t t e r i n g  i n s t e a d
o f  n u m b e r s  w h e n

o r g a n i s i n g
d o c u m e n t s  f o r  t h e

s t u d e n t s  u s e .   

D i s c u s s  w i t h  y o u r
s t u d e n t  t h e

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
k e e p i n g  a  w e e k l y

d i a r y ,  s h a r e d
c a l e n d a r  t o

v i s u a l i s e  t h e  w e e k
a h e a d .  
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E n c o u r a g e  t h e
u s e  o f  a  c r i b

s h e e t  w i t h  a n y
s y m b o l s  t h e
s t u d e n t  m a y

c o m e  a c r o s s .  

B r e a k  d o w n
l o n g e r

c o m p l i c a t e d
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n t o

s m a l l e r  s t e p s .
 

 
D E S I G N E D  B Y  C H L O E  G O D D E N

M S C  O C C U P A T I O N A L  T H E R A P Y  S T U D E N T

A l l o w  t h e  s t u d e n t
t o  d o u b l e  c h e c k

t h e i r  c a l c u l a t i o n s
w i t h  a n  e l e c t r o n i c

d e v i c e .  
 

https://www.royalwolverhampton.nhs.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=5695

