
Suggested improvement: move the logo in closer from the edge and put the title onto 
one row. SEE next slide.
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Already much improved and easier to read. If you don’t like the cream background 
you can change it on the Design tab > Format Background 
Fiona recommends: cream/light yellow, light purple or light as the best background to 
help support dyslexic students in a general sense (everyone’s needs are different, 
don’t be afraid to ask if it is helping).
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We can make this slide better by rethinking the spacing, considering whether bullet 
points are needed.
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Improved version. The pictures aren’t needed necessarily, these are just to help you 
navigate the activities in this PowerPoint in particular. You will notice that I have 
rephrased the sentences to place the conceptual idea first and have consolidated the 
descriptions.
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From an accessibility perspective it is best to avoid text-heavy slides and also to avoid 
underlining text as it obscures reading. Another issue is the justification of the text in 
the centre  of the slide making it even more difficult to read. We can improve this 
slide by only focusing on the underlined section as that is the bit that we are actually 
interested in!

Tip: if you want slides to be helpful for revision put some of the notes in the 
presenter notes and let your students know about this. For the PDF copy of your 
presentation you can also export it with the presenter notes below each slide in the 
PDF which can be a helpful approach. These options can be found under the File > 
Save as > PDF format > there is an options button. On a Mac these options are 
available from the File > Print dialogue and then use PDF > Save as PDF. Presentation 
slides should not be text-heavy and if you feel that you do need that content then you 
might need a different version of your presentation for in-class versus the needs of a 
handout or resource.

I have included information about the PDF settings on slide 23.
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This slide shows the ideal improvements! It is concise and features the ideal of three 
pieces of information. It also has a short, left-justified quote which is much easier to 
read. The image of the code on the right, is what we call a decorative image. It 
doesn’t add much information other than providing a visual association with 
complete code. The key here is that the important information (the quote) is on the 
left of the slide and is therefore prioritised and ‘The Code’ image is more like a visual 
signpost, emphasising the relevance and importance of the code.
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This slide is very difficult to read and has way too much text on it. 
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Instead of asking students to read the contents on the page why not send them on a 
web quest to locate the content and read it on their devices. This will help students 
to recall the location of important information and as this is practical information 
gathering exercise rather than a passive transfer of information students are more 
likely to retain the information.
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At the end of the web quest, don’t be afraid to reiterate the information that you 
were asking students to search for and to discuss it’s relevance.
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This slide is too busy and although it features representative images, they are too 
small to interpret. The use of bright colours is not preferable for students on the 
autistic spectrum.
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A different approach could be to use PowerPoint to create an in-class challenge and 
ask students to consider the parts of the skill.
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You might choose not to show the description of the part of the skill right away. This 
slide could be improved by prioritising information and simplifying the format. We are 
dealing with a representative or functional image so it needs to clear and as large as 
possible.
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I think that this is an improvement. A simple blue line has replaced the shadow 
around the image to make the slide easier to read.
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This is an example of an interactive slide – view the presentation in presentation 
mode and give it a go! This is very easy to achieve by hyperlinking to different slides. 
Just an idea – certainly more work though. Students could even create a quiz using 
PowerPoint for the next group which could be a very productive formative activity.
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It is best to avoid analogy, idioms and figures of speech for autistic and dyslexic 
students. So whether you like marmite or you like it, you may have just side-tracked 
folks thinking.
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Tool examples – The next few slides feature tools which can be used in lectures and 
seminars to provide a greater level of interactivity in the classroom.

https://www.polleverywhere.com/ - can be used in class and via studentcentral or a 
link to gauge student feedback on poll questions.
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https://create.kahoot.it – In class only. Group or individual quiz-type challenge with 
time limits and sound effects!
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https://nearpod.com/ – In class and at home – can be embedded in studentcentral.

Nearpod is truly all singing and all dancing. Kind of like PowerPoint with intermixed 
interactive activity. Students engage with the content on their own devices as well as 
viewing content on the main classroom projector/screen.
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Highlighting the concepts from the session needed for the assignment.

For more information about how to record, please review this page on the 
medialecture tool: 
https://staff.brighton.ac.uk/is/learningandteaching/Pages/Medialecture.aspx
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If you do make a video for your students, don’t be afraid to ask questions in the video 
and even to provide gaps for reflection. This can be very powerful within the scope of 
an online tutorial and is oft overlooked due to the nature of video.

For more information about how to record, please review this page on the 
medialecture tool: 
https://staff.brighton.ac.uk/is/learningandteaching/Pages/Medialecture.aspx
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Reiterate what we have learned at the end by re-introducing our not-bulletpoint
bulletpoints!
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Options for PDF on Windows PC in case you want the presenter notes to be shown on 
the PDF or to change the format.
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Do not be thinking that I do not like decorative images... Sometimes they are perfect 
to provide a moment of levity; think of it is as an intellectual palate cleanser between 
informational topics.
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This is our slide for any incorrect answers and relates to slide 14 (interactive slide 
example).
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