
Choose Philosophy, 
Politics, Art at Brighton
What is art? What makes it political? How does it both 
reflect and subvert dominant understandings of the 
world we live in? These are just some of the questions 
you will explore on this exciting interdisciplinary degree.   

 Be inspired 
Exploring the relationship between art, philosophy and politics 
in different contexts, you’ll encounter and develop your own 
understanding of the work of thinkers including Kant, Marx, 
Freud, Rosalind Krauss and WTJ Mitchell and key artistic 
movements and schools of thought from the eighteenth to 
twenty-first centuries. 

 Freedom to explore 
Working with inspirational teaching staff, you will develop the 
knowledge, and critical and analytical skills you need to explore 
your own interests and engage in contemporary debates on art, 
philosophy and politics. 

 Developing your career 
Class sizes are small, allowing you to find your voice and explore 
your ideas. You will develop written, oral presentation and 
debating skills, which will help to prepare you for whatever you 
decide to do next.  

Doing this course surrounded 
by my tutors sharing the 
endless knowledge and 
passion they have for their 
subjects, and being given 
the freedom to hone in on 
my own interests has been a 
saving grace! Although there 
have been endless challenges, 
moments of doubt and 
certainly moments of “what 
does this all mean?”, doing this 
course has been absolutely 
vital to my self-development.

Briar Grootveldt, 
graduate 2019

A fantastic opportunity to study 
the relationship between art, 
politics and philosophy. It’s the 
degree I wish I’d done!

 Nicola Clewer, 
Course Leader



The university also has close 
relationships with local festivals and 
organisations such as CineCity, the 
Brighton Photo Biennial, Brighton 
Festival, Brighton Festival Fringe, 
Brighton Digital Festival, Fabrica and 
Lighthouse. These connections provide 
a range of opportunities for students.

Graduate destinations
Graduates from the History of Art and 
Design programme choose to work in 
fields including journalism, marketing, 
advertising, curating, social media, 
research and consultancy. Organisations 
at which former students have worked 
include Brighton Museum, the BBC, 
the V&A, Photofusion, the De La Warr 
Pavilion and the National Trust.

Find out more 
Call our friendly enquiries team on 
01273 644644, or chat online with a 
student at www.brighton.ac.uk/chat.

For the full list of modules and entry 
requirements, go to 
www.brighton.ac.uk/courses.

Follow us
blogs.brighton.ac.uk/hums 

 @HumsBrightonUni

Year 1 
You start your study with a grounding in 
the key disciplinary areas, learning how 
best to benefit from lectures, small-
group seminar discussions and debates, 
and from individual tutorials.

Modules
• Art: Philosophy and Politics of 

Representation 
• Art, Culture and Commerce
• Philosophical Inquiry
• Art, Design and Modern Life
• Critical Approaches: Core Concepts 

in History of Art and Design
• Introducing Themes in History of Art 

and Design

Year 2
Modules
• Modernity: Interrogation and 

Representation
• Art, Politics and Philosophy from 

Modernism to Postmodernism
• Modernism, Ideology and the Avant-

garde in the Twentieth Century
• After Modernism: Postmodernism 

and Beyond
• Critical Traditions in Western Thought 

1: Dare to Know: Enlightenment and 
Social Change

• Critical Traditions in Western Thought 
2: Post Enlightenment Dilemmas 

Final year
In your final year you develop your 
individual research project with one-to-
one supervision on a topic in which you 
become an expert.

Modules
• Art, Politics, Philosophy: 

Representation and Engagement 
after Postmodernism

• Project for Philosophy, Politics, Art

Options choose one from
• Real World Research in Art and 

Design History
• Professional Paths in Art and Design 

History
• Special Subject: students engage 

in an intensive themed study of a 
specialist topic area with an emphasis 
on current research in the field and 
independent research. Students 
choose from a range of options. 

 
Resources
You will benefit from access to world-
class facilities based on campus 
including the Design Archives and 
Screen Archives South East, a moving 
image archive.

Outside of the course you will have 
opportunities to take part in subject-
related events at the university including 
evening lectures and debates organised 
by the student-run Humanities Society 
and the Centre for Applied Philosophy, 
Politics and Ethics.
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