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A Thales of Two Qualities 





Deconstructing Quality: 
critique… 





A Game of Cat’s 
Cradle 

“Cat’s cradle is about patterns and knots…and can 
result in some serious surprises… …Cat’s cradle 
invites a sense of collective work, of one person not 
being able to make all the patterns alone. One does 
not ‘win’ at cat’s cradle; the goal is more interesting 
and more open-ended than that. It is not always 
possible to repeat interesting patterns, and figuring 
out what happened to result in intriguing patterns is 
an embodied analytical skill… … [it] is a game about 
complex, collaborative practices for making and 
passing on culturally interesting patterns.” 

[Haraway, 1994]	
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Staying with the trouble: 
Professional Subjectivities  

Submitting to Quality 
discourses is a form of self-
control, protection 
 
Discursive analysis shuts 
down opportunities to ‘go 
beyond’  
 
Butler (1993) work with and 
beyond the subject 
 
Quality is beyond the person 
– it is everywhere and part of 
everyday life. 

Braidotti (2006:7) argues for ‘a more specific and grounded 
sense of singular subjectivities as collectively bound…a re-
grounding of the subject in a materially embedded sense of 
responsibility’ 
 
Post-humanism takes subjectivity beyond the individual 
towards collective, connective, affective assemblage of other 
bodies, matter, things. 
 
Move from quality as discourse to quality as becomings. 
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Reconfguring Quality: 
Flexible Frameworks 



In search of leakages 

“The sector must play a role in determining 
how [standards] can be achieved as it strives 
for excellence. The sector is becoming more 
professional, and Government must support 
this diverse sector to make its own 
improvement. In all my recommendations I 
have specified high and achievable standards, 
and how Government might apply these. I 
have also aimed to allow 
flexibility in how the sector may work towards 
them” [p.5] 



‘The ideal approach [to achieving 
‘full and relevant’ qualifications] 
would be one that strikes the 
right balance by demanding 
consistency of content and 
pedagogical process whilst also 
allowing sufficient flexibility for 
different qualifications and 
philosophies’ [p.25] 
	
	



“The EYLF can be thought of as a 
conversation starter about theory and 
practice and their interconnectedness, 
rather than a script for early childhood 
practice alone. In my teaching practice, 
activist practice and research practice, I 
have yet to encounter a curriculum, 
regulatory or quality assurance document 
that has captured all the complexities of 
what early childhood practice can become, 
perhaps because, to date, this complexity is 
yet to be successfully expressed in 
‘regulatory language’”  

[Giugni, 2012:12] 



To Go Beyond…. 
Engagement in post-humanist theorising in 
early childhood contexts represents a means 
of becoming active in reconfiguring 
processes, practices and policies in the 
field… 
 

 It involves taking account of personal 
philosophies, political motivations, 
subjectivities, identities – and crucially 
moving beyond reflection and reflexivity to 
diffractively grappling with the ruptures and 
leakages that afford opportunities to 
recognise relational entanglements of 
bodies, matter, things and to embrace the 
more opened out view of subjectivity that 
becomes available.   
 

 We move beyond ‘quality’ as a 
discourse to quality as an assemblage of 
multiplicities of vibrant matter, emotions, 
encounters, relationships, happenings 
always uncertain, shifting and contingent. 



Who do I touch when I touch my 
dog?  

 
Consider the inter- and intra-
relationality between human, 
dog and everyday life and how it 
is situated politically, historically 
and geographically 
 
In ECEC such questioning 
produces assemblages of 
relational entanglements offering 
new way to theorise practices 
and what quality might mean. 



Reconfigure	(Godden,	2013)	

Go	Beyond		
(4aPay,	2009)	




