
 
 

 
ARTS sector  

volunteering opportunities… 
 
A portfolio of fresh and exciting arts sector volunteering opportunities. – Add to your 
CV, complement your degree, network and get involved with your local 
community. Active Student helps University of Brighton students and staff to find and 
apply for local, rewarding, safe and supported volunteering opportunities that will 
enhance your professional and personal development, and support your local 
community. 

Tel: 01273 644145 
Email: volunteering@brighton.ac.uk  

Web: www.brighton.ac.uk/careers/volunteering/register – view all of our 
opportunities here  

Visit: Student Centre, Grand Parade Building 
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Front of House Film Screenings Volunteer  Lighthouse  

The organisation/project 

Lighthouse is an arts and culture agency producing, supporting and presenting new 
art, film, music, design and games. Our core programmes include Guiding Lights, the 
UK’s leading mentoring scheme for filmmakers, Lighthouse Studio, regular residencies 
providing creative and professional development, and Last Dance, a series of events, 
podcasts, films and blogs investigating the rapid changes affecting UK music and 
youth culture. We present exhibitions, residencies, screenings, workshops and talks in 
our Brighton venue as well as internationally, in partnership with leading institutions 
and festivals. 

The role 

Lighthouse presents Big Little Multiverse, a programme of short films and drop-in 
events that explore science from the enormity of the universe to the minuteness of 
DNA. 

Film screenings will take us into Space, exploring its vastness and telling the stories 
of those who have travelled into the cosmos and marvelled at its scale. Our drop-in 
sessions will provide an opportunity to peer through the microscope, extract DNA 
from a kiwi, and build a model cell. Tasks include:  

-        Monitoring the film screenings 
-        On the door selling tickets  
-        Point of information. 
 
Time commitment 
 
One shift. Shifts are 12noon– 5pm, 14-18 February 2018. If you can only spare a few 
hours that’s great!  
 
Training 
 
We will be holding a training evening on 13 February 2018.  
 
Location 
 
Based in central Brighton. 
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Art Therapy Volunteer  Newhaven Foyer  

The organisation/project 

We are a supported housing project in Newhaven housing 40 vulnerable 16-25 year 
olds. We provide 24-hour staffing to support residents with finances, benefits, living 
skills, relationships and similar.  

The role 

The role is very flexible as it very much depends on the interests of the volunteer. We 
have a programme called ‘Discovery College’ which is a range of workshops. They are 
very varied and currently include a running club, healthy eating, guitar tuition and art 
therapy, amongst others. We will happily look at anything that an individual would 
like to run as long as it is relevant to the needs/interests of our young people. 
 
Time commitment 
 
Completely flexible although it would need to be regular i.e. a 1 or 2 hour workshop 
every week for a period of time or short term placements which could be for less time 
but more intensive e.g. a 6-week workshop twice a week. This will give the volunteer 
valuable experience and will also mean that they can develop relationships with our 
young people and staff. 
 
Training 
 
There will be some online training to complete including safeguarding and data 
protection. There may also be opportunities to take part in other training 
opportunities. 
 
Location 
 
Based in Newhaven, a 45 minute bus ride from Brighton along the east coast.  
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Creative Director and Set Design Volunteer  Kennedy St  

The organisation/project 

We have been trialling our peer-led Community Connections group; weekly sessions 
providing social entrepreneurial support and recovery coaching to those: 

• Living with an active addiction that are interested in transforming their lives through 
recovery and social enterprise 
• For those who are in recovery from substance misuse who need support to sustain 
recovery 
• For those whose addiction has contributed to long term unemployment but are 
willing to try a new way 
• For ex-offenders leaving prison, who are interested in recovery. 
 
The role 

We are looking for a volunteer who can help out with the creative look and simple set 
design of our new pilot called Transformation Talks, a series of filmed short talks told 
by inspirational speakers (4 weekly) who have a lived experience of recovery & 
transformation, who are doing or hoping to do great things in the community. Tasks 
involved in the project: 
 
• Create a logo and brand identity that works well with the Kennedy St logo 
• Create a look and simple set design (think TED talks but a bit more street) 
• Help set up the brand identity before launch date of 3 February 2018, working 
closely with social media volunteer 
• Work closely with film director to establish good communication and continuity. 
 
Time commitment 
 
5 hours per week until project completion.  
 
Training 
 
Comprehensive induction and training provided.  
 
Location 
 
Based in Hove.  
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Film Director Volunteer  Kennedy St  

The organisation/project 

We have been trialling our peer-led Community Connections group; weekly sessions 
providing social entrepreneurial support and recovery coaching to those: 

• Living with an active addiction that are interested in transforming their lives through 
recovery and social enterprise 
• For those who are in recovery from substance misuse who need support to sustain 
recovery 
• For those whose addiction has contributed to long term unemployment but are 
willing to try a new way 
• For ex-offenders leaving prison, that are interested in recovery. 
 
The role 

We are looking for a volunteer who can help out with directing our new pilot called 
Transformation Talks, a series of filmed short talks told by inspirational speakers (4 
weekly) who have a lived experience of recovery & transformation, who are doing or 
hoping to do great things in the community. Tasks involved in the project: 
 
• Directing the filming of our weekly talks starting 3 February 2018, 6pm-9pm 
• Working with the editing of the footage into 10 minute, 2 minute and 30 second 
films so it’s TV quality 
• Working with the camera and sound person to make sure all corresponds. 
 
Time commitment 
 
5 hours per week until project completion.  
 
Training 
 
Comprehensive induction and training provided.  
 
Location 
 
Based in Hove.  
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Graphic/Digital Design Volunteer  Drop4Drop 
 
The organisation/project  
 
DROP4DROP believes everyone, everywhere, has the right to clean water. We’re an 
independent charity who work with businesses and individuals, to give communities in 
need access to safe, clean drinking water. We are a dedicated, small team of people 
creating a big impact. 
 
The role 
 
The role is varied and interesting, volunteers will be doing a mix of great stuff, such 
as typesetting and layout for business proposals, helping design great content to 
publish across social media as well as assisting with wider charity projects. 
 
Time commitment 
 
We request volunteers to commit to a minimum of 3 months for one office day per 
week – (9am–5pm) or split across 2 days (10am-3pm), with a 1 hour lunch break. 
 
Training 
 
Induction, plus we have a support network of designers who are on hand to answer 
any questions, and a brand team to assist and direct every project brief. 
 
Location 
 
Based in Portslade, Brighton and Hove area. 
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Front of House Art Work Volunteer  Job Centre Plus 
 
The organisation/project 
 
Jobcentre Plus is part of the Department for Work and Pensions – a Government 
body. It pays benefits to people of working age, such as Job Seeker’s Allowance and 
Working Tax Credits to individuals and families on low incomes. It also provides Work 
Coaching for members of the local community who are seeking employment, as well 
as its Work Club and Work Programme initiatives. – All helping people plan, prepare 
and find work. 
 
The role 
 
In October 2017 we will be introducing Universal Credit and our clientele is going to 
be changing and expanding. We would like to use this opportunity to create a more 
welcoming and vibrant space for our visitors – the local community – and our staff 
members.  
 
Can you help us transform our dreary uninspiring front of house space into something 
that reflects the vibrant cosmopolitan atmosphere of Brighton and Hove? Can you 
help create a colourful and inviting space that will welcome our clients? 
 
We are looking for a volunteer (or volunteers) to design and create bespoke canvas 
artwork which will be displayed in our welcome area. 
 
Time commitment 
 
No minimum. - Until completion of your artwork however. A timeline will be mutually 
agreed at the beginning. Our offices are open Monday to Friday only.   
 
Training 
 
Induction and guidance will be provided.  
 
Location 
 
Based in Portslade, Brighton and Hove area. 
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Museum Assistant  Brighton Toy and Model Museum 
 
The organisation/project 
 
Step into a world of toys and models that extends over four thousand square feet of 
floor space, under four of the early Victorian arches which support Brighton Railway 
Station. Founded in 1991, the museum has over ten thousand toys and models in its 
archive. We have toys from as early as the mid-18th century, however, most of our 
exhibits focus on the golden age of toy making during the first half of the Twentieth 
Century. The displays have toys of all types including priceless model train collections 
and many period, antique toys from Great Britain and all over Europe and the USA. 
 
The role 
 
Your role is to greet visitors and answer their questions about the museum and the 
city – we are also a Visit Brighton information point. You will responsible for 
admissions, shop sales, general appearance of museum – which includes cleaning of 
all areas. 
 
Time commitment 
 
Flexible - days/times to be mutually agreed. 
 
Training 
 
Training and induction provided to all new volunteers before starting. 
 
Location 
 
Based in central Brighton. 
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Canvas Art Design and Painting Volunteers  Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 
 
The organisation/project 
 
Ronald McDonald House Brighton works alongside the Royal Alexander Children’s 
Hospital and the Trevor Mann Baby Unit, looking after the families of very sick 
children in hospital. We provide a free ‘Home from Home’ while there child is 
receiving care from the hospital, with all the facilities of a home with the added 
benefit of friendly supportive staff who are on hand to assist families at any time. 

The role 

Here at Ronald McDonald House Brighton we have a wonderful, comfortable, homely 
place to offer families with sick children. We are interested in getting a canvas 
painted for each bedroom of our 18 bedroom House. Each one different but all to 
have a ‘Brighton’ theme to help our rooms feel a little more personal and welcoming. 
We are open to ideas for the design and would welcome some creative thoughts, 
whilst volunteers are expected to consult with and follow guidance from staff at 
Ronald McDonald House Brighton. 

Time commitment 
 
The House is open for volunteers 7am-9pm. Project timeline to be agreed in advance. 
 
Training 
 
Induction to the organisation.  
 
Location 
 
Based in Kemptown, Brighton. 
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Engagement Officer – Creative, Media & Communications 
Volunteer  Sport Brighton 

The organisation/project 

Parklife, Sport Brighton’s social & recreational sport brand, allows University of 
Brighton students and staff a variety of flexible and affordable participation and 
workforce opportunities for a complete university experience. 

The role 

If you have a creative passion for photography or design, a love for all things social 
media, or fancy yourself a descriptive genius in journalism or blogging then these 
roles can be suited to your individual skill-set providing you the perfect voluntary 
outlet to build your experience and portfolio. Join the ever-growing fun and social 
Parklife team, apply your passion and make the most of your University experience. 
 
Time commitment 
 
We encourage officers to commit to their role for one whole academic year however 
this is flexible. Term-time only; flexible 1-4 hours per week. 
 
Training 
 
Parklife programme induction is provided. 
 
Location 
 
Based on campus at the University of Brighton.  
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Story Mentor Volunteer  Little Green Pig Writing Project 
 
The organisation/project 
 
We are a writing and mentoring charity for young people in Sussex. We believe in the 
right to write, and that this vital form of self-expression builds confidence, 
communication and literacy skills. 
 
The role 
 
Story mentors do a very important job at Little Green Pig, supporting young people in 
our workshops to get inspired by writing and get their words on the page. Not only 
that, you’ll be helping build their confidence and communication skills. Workshops are 
usually two hours long with 30 minute briefing and debrief sessions before and after. 
 
Time commitment 
 
Ideally 3-4 hours per week for 6 months, committing to regular weekly shifts. A 
minimum of 4 shifts in one 6 month period. 
 
Training 
 
Volunteers are required to attend a short info session in which they will meet some of 
the LGP team and learn about the role, and then a longer (2.5 hour) training session. 
These are held every couple of months. 
 
Location 
 
Based in Brighton and Hove. 
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Heritage Costume Making Volunteer  Hastings Pier 
Charity 
 
The organisation/project 
 
The Hastings Pier Charity owns the pier and leads the Heritage Lottery funded 
project, which has restored the pier. The vision for the restored Hastings Pier is to 
allow everyone, without exception, to understand, appreciate and experience the Pier. 
It does through activities that are rooted in the continuing story of seaside culture 
and heritage. 
 
The role 
 
The purpose of this role is to support and enhance our interpretation and schools 
programme by adding to our resources through the creation of historical replica 
costume. To make and maintain historical costumes for our staff, volunteers, school 
group, exhibitions and visitor facing activities. There is also the option to be involved 
in visitor facing days offering interpretation on costume history and demonstrations of 
costume making. 
 
Time commitment 
 
Meetings will held once a month on a Tuesday morning. We advise a minimum 
commitment of six months and attendance at alternate meetings to gain the most for 
your role. There is also the option to take items home to sew. 
 
Training 
 
Half day welcome induction with the Education and Volunteer Coordinator and a visit 
to a local site that has a large collection of costumes. All materials will be supplied.  
 
Location 
 
Based in Hastings. 
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Apply, find out more or search for different opportunities 
in many other sectors: 
 
Tel: 01273 644145 
Email: volunteering@brighton.ac.uk  
Web: www.brighton.ac.uk/careers/volunteering/register  
Visit: Student Centre, Grand Parade Building 
 

 
Image: University of Brighton arts volunteers and their painted wall mural at 

Ronald McDonald House Charity, Brighton in 2017  
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