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Whose Heritage? 
  



Whose Heritage?  

• What is heritage? 

• Who or what defines what is heritage? 

• Who or what arbitrates disputes about 
heritage? 

• Who or what should be responsible for 
preserving and protecting heritage? 

• Who pays?  

• The issue of seaside resorts 

 



Towards an integrated approach to cultural heritage 
for Europe, July 2014 

 
• Europe’s cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, is our 

common wealth – our inheritance from previous generations of 
Europeans and our legacy for those to come. An irreplaceable 
repository of knowledge 

• Valuable resource for economic growth, employment and social 
cohesion 

• Enriches the individual lives of hundreds of millions of people 
• Source of inspiration for thinkers and artists, and a driver for our 

cultural and creative industries 
• A major factor in defining Europe's place in the world and its 

attractiveness as a place to live, work, and visit. 
• Heritage is made up of local stories that together make the history of 

Europe. 









National Trust Key Facts 

 
• Trust's total income was £475m (membership 

subscriptions £140.1m, direct property income £124.6m; 
legacies £50.2m; cafes, giftshops etc £59.2m) 

•  4.1 million members in 2013-14 

• 60,000 volunteers gave more than 4 million hours (£30m) 

• Over 350 historic houses, gardens and parks, ancient 
monuments and nature reserves (200 of those 
houses/homes) 

• 630,000 acres (985 square miles), mostly of countryside, 
covering nearly 1.5% of the total land mass of England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland; 742 miles of coastline  

• 12,567 oil paintings      

 



10 NT places found within 25 miles of TN34 













HLF current unfinished South East projects 
over £5 million 

 
• Canterbury Beaney Art Museum and Library £12.4; £7.0 

• Dreamland, Margate £11.1; £5.8 

• Hastings Pier £14.3; £11.4 

• Inspired by Knole £24.2; £7.8 

• Manet’s Portrait of Mademoiselle Claus £7.9; £6.0 

• Mary Rose Museum Project £32.5; £25.2 

• Winchester Cathedral £14.0; £10.5 



My summary 
• Big business 
• Those who participate pay – as members, visitors or gamblers 
• The past is used in the present for some mostly unspecified purpose 

in the future 
• Portrayed as inclusive – ‘our heritage’; ‘for everyone’? 
• Exclusive view of the past and heritage 
• Induces particular views of the past and what should be valued. 
• A partial version of past portrayed – ‘the most important places and 

spaces’;  
• How do we know it's the most important? 
• We get to understand the history of big houses, old castles and the 

important families who built them and lived there; but lots of other 
heritage and many of the participants are hidden from view 

• Members and players don’t decide or choose in any obviously 
democratic process. it’s the experts who decide: a top down process 

• The personal and deeper experience?  



BUT … 

• There are other views of heritage  

• Other ways of discovering, defining and 
valuing it 

• Heritage at the seaside – industrial decay; 
unfashionable; lack of economic value and 
potential (and investment); public versus 
private 

• The problems of negotiating and agreeing 
seaside heritage 

 


