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Celebrating Students as 
Researchers 2013
On behalf of the course team, may we extend a very warm welcome to the 
third annual BA (Hons) Education Conference: ‘Celebrating Students as 
Researchers 2013’.

This whole-course event aims to provide our ‘community of learners’ with 
a unique opportunity to share and celebrate the outcomes of student-led 
enquiry and research that has been conducted over the course of the year. 
Most importantly, the day provides us with an occasion to acknowledge 
the hard work you have put into your studies and to celebrate each of your 
successes. The day is always tinged with an element of sadness as we say 
farewell to our Year 3 students. We are sure you will all want to join us in 
wishing our graduating cohort the very best of luck in their futures. We are 
confident that they make a positive impact in the world of Education and we 
look forward to celebrating together at the summer graduation.

We would like to take this opportunity to offer our sincerest thanks to all 
placement hosts, some of whom are attending today. Finally, our thanks to 
each one of the staff team, whose tireless commitment, enthusiasm and 
support for the course makes it the success it is. We hope that you find today 
an informative and inspiring experience.

Enjoy your day! 
Richard Wallis and Tim Coxon 

Our thanks

Our sincere thanks to Holly Taylor for giving up her time so generously to 
open today’s conference. Holly graduated from the BA (Hons) Education 
degree in the summer of 2012 with a 1st class Honours degree. She 
is currently studying at the University of Brighton on the PGCE Primary 
programme. Her keynote will be drawn from her dissertation: ‘Exploring the 
Constructions of Men in Early Years Childhood Education.’

More student success stories

Our congratulations go to:
• Sarah Tyritt-Walker graduated last year and, in addition to her 1st class  
 degree award, she won The Carroll prize for the highest marked   
 dissertation across three undergraduate courses in the School of   
 Education (these being the BA (Hons) Education; BA (Hons) Youth Work;  
 BA (Hons) Professional Studies in Learning and Development); 
• Callum O’Mahoney, BA (Hons) Education, won the University of Brighton  
 merit based scholaship for the highest average mark in year 1 (2011/12);
• Sarah Pither, BA (Hons) Education student won the University of Brighton  
 merit-based scholarship for the highest average mark in year 2 (2011/12);
• Our particular thanks go to all the students who have volunteered this   
 year either as course reps, PASS (Peer Assisted Study Support) leaders or  
 student ambassadors. Your continued support throughout the year makes  
 the degree the success it is. 



International placements 
BA (Hons) Education: KV507 – Placement Learning: Reflecting and 
Researching
Report compiled by Steph Stocker and Natalia Wright 

We carried out our placements in Jinja, Uganda. Although our placements 
took place in two different settings, we attended the organisations together 
and were both able to gain experience in both of these settings. 

Steph Stocker 

I carried out my placement with a local organisation; Get Involved with the 
African Street Children Organisation (GI ASCO) which started as a drop in 
day service in 2010 for ‘street children’ in Jinja. Eventually they were able to 
rent a house which became a residential home for 23 boys aged between 8 
and 18. There are 25 boys in total supported by the organisation.  Two of the 
boys live independently together close by the house. All the boys are now in 
school and are supported with their everyday lives.   
Whilst I was at GI ASCO I was conducting a small-scale research project 
about how the former ‘street children’ learn English as a second language. 
My main focus was on their English reading skills. It is extremely important 
for these children to be able to read, write, speak and understand English to 
a high level as schooling in Uganda is taught in English and examinations 
are also in English. As well as carrying out the research I supported the 
‘coaching’ programme which was running, to build the confidence of the 
boys’ reading and improve their English reading ability. Further to this I 
organised and helped to run other activities such as sport, art, cooking and 
treasure hunts. We attended GI ASCO on evening and weekends.

Natalia Wright 

I carried out my placement in a local village, Buwenda, in Jinja, at a pre-
school Glory Be Nursery. The nursery also has a Special Needs Class which 
in which I focused my research project. 

The pre-school is supported by a UK charity, Small Steps Foundation, who 
also work with the local women of the village, and have an outreach program 
to reach those children who cannot attend pre-school. The children are 
aged between 3-7 and receive a formal education. However some of the 
children in the special needs class are older than 7. There are 9 children in 
the special needs class with an average attendance of 7 children a day. The 
other classes in the pre-school can hold up to 40 children per class.

My research question was: Learning through action - An exploration of how 
culturally specific teaching strategies are employed to support SEN pupils 
to engage in aspects of TCM, an international case-study (Uganda). Taking 
Care of Myself (TCM) is a section of the Ugandan Learning Framework for 
Early childhood Development. For my research I conducted observations 
on the teachers and children and then interviewed two staff members about 
TCM. Whilst on placement I also helped with the everyday running of the pre-
school and helped with activities with the whole nursery. 



We both attended each other’s placements. We would go to the pre-school 
in the mornings from 9am-12:30pm Monday to Friday, then GI ASCO in 
the evenings from 5pm-7pm during the week and then from 10am-5pm 
at weekends. Whilst at the pre-school we would help with the day to day 
running of classes but we also helped on days where they were practicing 
sports day activities. We both ran a few activities with the children. We 
played games with them such as singing songs e.g. the oaky coaky, and 
heads shoulders knees and toes.  We also took some donations from friends 
and colleagues at the university with us to the pre-school which we helped 
them use. 

When we attended GI ASCO we both read with set individuals most 
evenings after school to help them improve the reading. We helped run and 
organise activities like treasure hunts, sports, arts and crafts, baking, and 
homework. We took them out on outings; we all went to Fun Rugby, a day of 
rugby games, then music in the evenings, and we also took them swimming 
at the local swimming pool. 

We also visited a local school to see how schools in Uganda were run, we 
noticed differences and similarities whilst on our visit. 

The bursary and other donations

As we both received an Alumni bursary of £500 each, we used this 
on donations for GI ASCO and the Pre-school, such as football goals, 
tenpin bowling, paper and arts activities for GI ASCO, and toys and arts 
activities for the nursery. We also used some of the bursary towards our 
accommodation whilst we were in Uganda, and the remaining money helped 
towards our flights. 

We also collected donations from people at university and at home. We 
collected things such as, money, clothes, toys, arts & crafts materials, and 
shoes. As we were able to take extra baggage we took two extra bags of 
donations. The money raised was used to buy some gifts, and the rest of 
the money was used for the GI ASCO boys to go on their school trips, which 
without these donations may not have been possible.



Conference day programme 2013

Time Events
8:45am - 9:05am 
(to seats)

All students 
Foyer (Outside of Asa Briggs Lecture Theatre) C155

9:05am - 10:10am Conference Opening and welcome: Tim Coxon 
Keynote: Holly Taylor (Graduate 2012)
Room: Lecture Theatre C218

10:10am - 10:20am Short break (Please move to Rotation 1 rooms) 
10:20am - 12pm ROTATION 1: All students. Year 2 students lead presentations on placement research 

projects (KV507) to year 1 and 3 students, and placement hosts: Maggie Carroll (Moderator) 

• Group A (years 1, 2 and 3): Room A403 Tim Coxon 
• Group B (years 1, 2 and 3): Room D419 Andy Davies
• Group C (years 1, 2 and 3): Room E422 Professor David Stephens and Rosie Moore
• Group D (years 1, 2 and 3): Room E425 Richard Wallis 
• Group E (years 1, 2 and 3): Room E427 Dr Mike Hayler 

12pm - 1pm Lunch: Opportunity for students to get together, offer advice and share experiences. Year 2 
placement host guests are invited to join staff for lunch Foyer (Outside of Asa Briggs Lecture 
Theatre) C155

1pm - 2:15pm ROTATION 2: Year 1 students 
‘Looking ahead to 2012/13’ 
Richard Wallis

ROTATION 2: Year 2 and Year 3 students. 
Dissertation round-table talks.
• Group A (years 2 and 3): Room B407 
Maggie Carroll
• Group B (years 2 and 3): Room B425 Dr 
Mike Hayler 
• Group C (years 2 and 3): Room E512 Andy 
Davies 
• Group D (years 2 and 3): Room A501 Tim 
Coxon  
• Group E (years 2 and 3): Room A403 
Professor David Stephens and Rosie Moore

2:15pm – 2:30pm Afternoon break
2:30pm - 4pm ROTATION 3: 

2:30pm-3:15pm: All year 1 and year 3 stu-
dents. Assessment of KV409 poster pres-
entation 
(Asa Briggs Lecture Theatre Foyer C155). 

Group A (year 3) Maggie Carroll
Group B (year 3) Dr Mike Hayler 
Group C (year 3) Andy Davies 
Group D (year 3) Tim Coxon 
Group E (years 3) Rosie Moore

3:15pm-4pm, year 3 and marking tutors to 
meet in E424 to discuss posters.

ROTATION 3: All year 2 students ‘Looking 
ahead to 2012/13’ (Richard Wallis)

Room: D222

4pm - 4:30pm Conference close:  Lorraine Harrison (Head of School of Education)
Richard Wallis, Laura Bird and Lucy Bowes (Year 3 representative)

4:30pm Farewell to year 3 students
Foyer (Outside of Asa Briggs Lecture Theatre) C155



Appendix A: Pre-conference day programme 
(Years 1 and 2 only)
Wednesday 22nd May 2013

* Students are strongly advised to ensure that all assignments, due in at 4:30pm on this day, are submitted prior to 
10am. Posters for KV409 can be hung in Foyer area outside of Asa Briggs Lecture Theatre from 8:30am onwards.

Time Events Room
9:15am - 10am Year 1

Place posters on display boards
Asa 
Briggs 
Foyer

Year 2
Maggie Carroll - evaluation of placement and Conference 
preparation

D222

10am - 11:15am Year 1
Looking ahead to KV507 – Placement learning 
(Maggie Carroll) A501

A501

Year 2 
Looking ahead to KV601 – Dissertation 

D222

11:15am - 11:30am Break
11:30am - 12.30pm Year 1 

KV409 Module evaluation. (Richard Wallis)
PASS evaluation and applications. 

D222

Year 2 (choice 1) 
Guidance and advice on applying for teacher education 
routes. 

A501

Year 2 (choice 2) 
Maggie Carroll, Cathy Atherton and Zoe Webb will be 
discussing non-teaching career pathways in education.

B408

12.30pm - 1pm Lunch
Social event: Please bring your own picnic lunch (weather permitting!)

1pm - 2pm Year 1
End of year PAT Meetings

A501, 
D221, 
E422, 
E423, 
E513

Year 2s to complete KV507 module evaluations and end of 
year evaluation (Programme Representatives to lead). 

D222

2pm - 3pm Year 1
to complete KV407 and KV408 module evaluations and end of 
year evaluation (Programme Representatives to lead).

D222

Year 2
End of year PAT Meeting 

D222



Appendix B: Year 3 Prompt questions for 
KV409

Prompt questions Notes 

1 What terms / key words did 
you selected to define in 
your enquiry? 

2 What did you learn about 
your host institution from 
engaging in this enquiry? 

3 What key theory, concept 
and/or research have you 
cited in your work? Why 
were these significant to 
your enquiry?

4 What key readings shaped/
underpinned/ your work and 
how did they influence your 
understanding of the area of 
enquiry?

5 What were some of the 
key ethical considerations 
you highlighted for your 
enquiry and why were these 
important to your study?

6 Can you explain your 
critical incidents and the 
impact they had on your 
understanding of the enquiry 
title?

7 Having reflected on your 
experience, what have you 
learnt about yourself (learner 
identity), having engaged in 
the enquiry process?

 



Appendix C: Year 3 Dissertation round table 
discussion

1 State your dissertation title.

2 Which key theories/
concepts and/or 
publication(s) underpinned 
your research? How did 
they shape and inform your 
research?

3 What were your research 
questions/aims/themes? 
What was the process for 
creating and developing 
these? 

4 How would you describe 
your ontological 
and epistemological 
assumptions? 

5 How did the assumptions 
(above) influence and 
shape your work and your 
researcher identity?

6 What was your fieldwork 
methodology? What ethical 
considerations did you 
take into account in your 
research? 

7 How did you select your 
methodology? What was 
your rationale? Why did you 
reject other methods?

8 What method did you use to 
analyse your data?



9 What were the main findings 
from your research?

10 If you had to do the same 
research again, what 
3 things would you do 
differently?

11 What were the 3 most 
significant challenges of 
your research journey? How 
did you work around these 
challenges?

12 What 3 pieces of 
advice would you offer 
year 2 students about 
to commence their 
dissertation?

13 Do you have any research 
book recommendations?

14 What impact has the 
dissertation had on you, as 
an undergraduate learner? 

15 Any further comments? 

  


